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: Gusldefland» Town: Htstorum
If anysiofTour ‘citizens are new-s
comers, they know:littlevof* our-glor-
ious; ““romantic, excmng “local™ his-
‘ tory, ' second ‘to honeu;fm the- entire:
v country''-Few books' \ate available..
, My own+. “Old Hellqbergh," pub-
hshed ‘in 19365 isvouf' of print and a:
‘collector’s 1tem. To. this ever grow-.
ing body :ofinew: resments, as well’
as to many old. tuners, hope these
little sketches wxll.«' interesting |
. and, enlightening, "'giviag ‘to all" a
s new: apprecxauom of ‘the'\.land they.
have chosen i’ which' tck build their.
i homes dnd’ raiseZtheir chxldren. It
¢ our, lustory,xs ary, tedmus. or bor-,
- ing, it ishot”the’ fault' EOt hxstorf

‘..“

Lot of

tpan the! story§ of that
L ery’ p! transportatlon
;around »whicb .maost ot your lives:
i circulate;, today, “that'has' gien its
tname “to’this’ publleatmn——t‘he ;Great
‘Western ' Tumpxke‘., In/ this'and the"
inext tew articl {"we™ hope- to~tell’
tyou the’ story ‘ot its’, building, ‘its
early patrons.uts stage. coaches, toll’
. gates: and taverns, folowed by its’
‘plank. road“ conversxon,, ‘its ‘decay’
and rebirth in’our modem Route' 20, |

:I had; the’ d1st1nc£‘ pnvxlege Iast
weeh o thnessmg "the’ opening; of
?an ,immense “original,’ fireplacet in'.
‘one of’ theSe famous taverns along
~the Greaf. Westem _Turnpike; 'now:|
owned: and occupxed by Superwsor
.'John' J.” Welsh, ‘of the - Town,  of]
Gmlderland. Perhaps nowhere anng
‘the. route. will. ,one.,ﬁ.nd ;more of the
original structure in.its ancient fo
‘than this. tavern ‘stand:.at . Fu
{1t will: besmentiositd furthe
nection:. thh ‘Wayside Inn stories..|
= Visuahze "the "'territory in which
«you now:live,j before«the buildin
“of. thes Turnpike: Dense: pmq forest.
~towered- above: the sand laid do
Jind prehistoric: Lake~ Albany /
‘this* heavy ‘growth of Svirgi
“came : the firewood- for the

Ina(:es of Hamxlton, (Gmlder .
‘Through the:“Pine Bush,” the Sche-
{nectady Post‘Road,in- &way;»ro&gh«
-ly bisected’: the angle - now formed|
‘by. Routes’ 5 and- 20;. ** At various
points oOther .paths or :crude.roadsf
-bréke north and:south.to-the. Nor-
manskill or the.old Schoharxe Road.
tnow_Willow _Street.in’ ‘Ghildetland.

i, “These pioneer roads,” says Ol.g
sver W. Holmes, “were usually ‘un-
‘der brushed through,” which™ meant
that the . undergrowth -and . small
itrees - were cut away, "’ and! ' the
.swamps ‘corduroyed’. Large trees
gwere cu'cumvented There ‘'were no,
bridges, but the banks at the fords-
were cut down, making .them pass-
‘able in:good seasons: of the yeax’ 'and
‘in daylight.” AR
That-flares were set’ out for lone-
*ly travelers~is proven by an im-
‘mense tallow candle, 12 inches in
cxrcum.ference, found in’ the roots
of a 150 year old tree recently de- |
‘molished by the roadside in thes,
Pine Bush., . 2037 T
. Next: The Building of th :
Westgm Tumplke .
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The

Western.Turnpike |
By A. B. GREGG, Town Historian |
Few people realize ' what j‘a‘i. ‘rho«-.

- mentous period existed.-in ‘our+his-
tory  while «the.- Turnpike i slowly:
_ crawled to-the West.: The-entire land

beloved.;George ~Washington. -The:
thriving” manufactory. and village: ‘of

" Hamilton. © (now:* Guilderland) “had .

achieved the.distinct honor: of being
the firsts to name::their: corporation
after<the Secretary-of the Treasury
in the heyday of-his popularity. The
new-township:: of * Guilderland. was

. born. The: .Louisiana . Purchase - was:
completed. On-the continent,: Napo- :
leon. Bonaparte- had’ all but over-:

,,»&tﬂbf ths;

run Europe ‘and:was: poised
invasion ‘of 'England.” ;i
Littlesworried.bver. European. .af-:

fairs, the® pioneer’ settlers, “who ‘had -
been:-crowding ~into: the rich “lands

of :central~and- ‘western - New:=York:

sinces, the’«Revolution; were  crying,
out: for .the' legislature to:do some-:

thing to" get their- surplus. crops-and
cattle to the' easterniseaboard. mar-

kets. _These-: frontier.:communities:
were too: poorto-build:costly:high--

ways,: and: so-'was ‘the’ State.: The
solution ‘was private: capital in turn-
- pike'.companies * which would :: be:
chartered by:the:State and-allowed
to  reimburse  themselves .both : for
their-original investment: and main~
tenance ‘of . the 'road - by erecting

* “every 'ten' miles ‘a “turn-gate” or.

“turnpike™which**ipon ‘payment’of

« the iproper. ‘toll f{would ,be, turned
aside’to-allow: the’traveler to pass.
Our Great Western;Turnpike was-

incorporated;»"mil& }@9,‘)_!'1?_:'{ {Jw Street boy watched with breath~:

_____ 5 g e e el

=

draped:-itself'. in“mourning for' its -
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Stephen: Van  Rensselaer;  Lordiof-
the Manor of Rensselaerswick, and-
owner, of, every- foat”* of -land 'on¢
whichwe all-<live “today; “as+presi-.
dent. Theéreswere-a:number-of oth-:
er. Albanysstockhelders; ‘theleity it~
self. purchased, 359, shares. It was:
capitalized for’ $180,000.. The actual:
cost .of, the 52 miles :from Albany:
to Cherry Valley “was. $167,388.93."
The road was completed in 1804, "
‘+Hardsurfaced, it had been built
by . plow, scraper, “cart, shovel ‘and
rake. ‘All the rock-had been, broken:
by hand. At Guilderland,” you may-

‘seer today ‘one: of  the.'deepest™cuts
on.the whole route.~A_ youn, LLT

less interest..as. the:; cox‘l.structior_lf
gangs Worked their way' with these,
“ Srimitivertools” through “the “hill at
Batterman’s. Pond..He saw:the high
"block of sandstone- from ~this_cut,
taker to the.glass furnaces;of his

father for testing and, in after years,.

as a world  famous geoIogi.st',:v_{(rotg*

YAk WS o

about the' event. 5

How thrilleds he wason his first
irip to Albany over the neW‘,,;ead.
in his. father’s 4One. hoss shay: rTAL
Billy “McKown’s "*,his” “father * had
stopped to-get a glass“of-bitters and
to water. the: horse. But:it was-the
first-toll«gate..at W inthrop. Avenue

that amused . him Qg){o»s't,' when o»ut:
. popped the: keeper, and demanded
twelve ‘and a halficents to let themy
through. “Befter: take :this schedule,’

| folks,”” said- the keeper, ‘“Youwll be

needing it from mow on mriHEL




\ <

Westem Tqrnplke

3
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i
i

by By no means al:e. e dependent
on imagination. “for ‘an. accurate pxc-
ture of. the: Turnpxke from the mo=:
.ment - it; was.opened to,, the public;

“Henry R:* Schoolcraft:‘ ‘the ‘former:.
Guilderland boy,xwrltmg of. the. in-"
cident,in later years: from chhlgah

w‘xeLeJie._had “hecomé” a.,world fa< |,
mous explorer, scientist; ethnologist i
and, author v1v1dly portrayed ¢he

18 of

wagons covered ‘wit

Byifromfoursto. eighfHorses,:load:

" edfwithi thesproducts "‘thquest
—po:k., bacon, lard’.'rgrain “flour,: po=:’
wac J’and&maple‘,»’sytup .There

ﬁ,eattl ogs dleven’
ﬁhe«night at.

qme; eIonef on“’ hqrseback;
otherée Lwago pﬂed...hxglr with
their; familie an goods;,mzrd:, fins /|
olorml" sta°e~coach-

. four prancmg h' Srses, 2
thesé# commiodious 'coaches:were
crowded ' with travelers, both msxde
and ‘on; top,: with. thel’ bagg;ge “and:
frexghtg.eud . smaibjrstrapped.:in, the:
“boot’ rat: the srears, Extra cqaches

-on acgasmn wen;c “through, like, sec- p
tions of : the'' 20th "Century "Limited

3 *Oday- il 7- 4."“ L T L AR, »m

_i-In ‘thet ‘stréets mightibe’ heard; m
Sddition to< E.nghsh, ‘nearly” all the
dialects' of the’ German between' the
Rhine';and tire: Danube;: the: Low
Dutch, as spoken_.,byﬁthe common

' country ipeoplelof: ‘Guilderland;: thg

Erse anc Gaehc-‘of thex Irish- and!

., and.the. genume “Yankee;:
as'"” dlscoursed by wood: choppers,
teaméters,’ schoolmasters, ‘ men " out
at: the: elbows: and. traveling wits.”..

L..Tai provide. . for " th;s constant
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stteam of traffic; public houses &ot
‘ taverns, ‘wagon - stands -and war

for overnight quartering of : cattle,
-and | turkeys,.began: to: rise as fast.

Jeasw capztal could’ be: secured.’They
‘were. filled,“all year round; day. and
-night; “from " garret- to cellar bar—
i“‘room” with. ‘even" the floor at a pre:

]mmm ‘onwhichto' stretch a few
i~hours. Customers :were movmg,af
. .all ' hours; coming- in until midnight{

. while- others ‘long  before dayhght?

t were startini:gawayuaing 5-

‘At first.no .tavern existed between
‘- Billy McKown’s at Fuller Road’ and’
the village of Guilderland. Exactly
: one lone’ farmhouse broke the mon='
otony of“thisisandy stretch of four;
miles. “At’ the' northeast: corner; of,
Willow Street,” Guilderland, stood
'the ‘next -tavern. From ' an . old

“broadside,”. let- me quote: “For:

sale. One of the most eligible sit~:

uations for a Tavern in the State.. E

That very desirable, stand occupied
by the subscriber as a Public House:
and-Tavern: in: the v111age of Ham-
'1Iton -eight and a half miles from
Albany  at. the ‘intersection of the
Great Western Turnpike and the Old
Schoharie Road,' and is .supposed-to
be one-of the best situations.on the
Great: Western -Turnpike.... Another
. valuable:-acquisition: granted by ‘the
Hamilton: - Glass* Manufacturing .Co.
is the privilege of selling spiritous
liquors,. amr ‘exclusive’ right granted
to this house. A’ great benefit re-
sults from:-the vast companies that
view the Glass Works and the num-
,ber of travelers who seldom pass
-without making this a resting. place
—John Schoolcraft - ;
Guilderland, Feb: 20, 1807.

i

]

Next tavem stories.
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A~

on, the sxte ‘ofi
. Gasi® Stgetion.,‘ ]
: destrweég;.by:ﬂr, Arit

; appetite.*ln' drawing- grain to-mar-
:- a' dinner “box; but ‘that: custom; was

: this .particular .occasion, he ‘was fo |
4 drive with' Russell Case at what was
¢ formerlr’called* Batterman’s' Mills,
. eight-miles- west of -Albany:- Dinner:

+ eat fon,ane shuIing - So: Georges

. landlord they ' ven agreed to’ pay'

' could. b«r cmmted .between . A.lbany

“and Chefr?Valle'&"’One of the-most:
spacious . and* luxtirious - was¥ conk
“structed-a#-Guildetland.: In-fact, -the.,

haunlebil gntss_ onevo(afwo fmqkpame
- from: X
sman,axrowfh' G

ki

.:

scen 3 tmot
scrlbée?f%zy 6scoe story "of
Sc)wha‘#ef’t‘cmnt 9.;Georgé" William’
.Brown, . son’ ot - Schoharie" County s’
first judge and-historian, at the age
of .12:was able to cut.a goedly, share
of ‘timber which ‘stood’ upon the-line
.-of" thes Greahg Westermr Turnpike
throughﬂ ‘Carlisle. ‘He developedin~"
to a powerful ‘man with a. notorious

" ket; :several. neighbors..accompanied
each .other,, and. the custom .was: 1d
take their..own Qrovxsxons along in

dropped - in- George: Williams” case,

as’ he;otﬂd‘jpot carry-“enough fo ap-
pease’ his tireless‘appetite. But upon

‘ there was;advertised,z“All you' can.

associates planned to victimize the:

T g
‘
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‘George sat” éown to the t’abIe upon:|

which wds’ 4 ‘Toasted” pig on;a plat--

fer in’ front’ ‘of him:- Wzthout cere- -

"mony he took upon ‘himseltithe task

of ' carving and“puttmg meat. downh
his throat wiilout givinghis.fellow i
‘guests “a'morsel: As™ ‘they watched

“dumbfounded, George ate, the whole:}
pig, stuffing and all: Then, he called

the landlord and' asked, “Hash'you
.got any more of dem leetle: hocks?”"

Mr. Case; / boiling mad" 1at’*bemg‘

" tricked, said, “Nix! You Schoharie

. Sloughter.” More oi_ you: and ~I'd be

out of busmess"' ;

- “Farther out Route 20, the' present
home of. Supervisor Welsh,"is ‘shown

“‘on the ‘old maps as the John Fuller {

Tavern. The' Jbasement: kitchen and
barroom. opened ‘directly © on:: the

‘Turnpike. The ' huge, hand-hewn

beams, the woodwork, the mammoth

Xﬁge place just exposed, the original®

inch floor boards throughout all;|

< ‘speak ' of.  the  'sturdy -‘construction

. with which. the "building .is lined, |

that has defied, the years: A’home-.
made brick of ‘Normanskill “clay,

a3,

bears'the date 1809: At the rear and.

" across the road 'stood large barms

and stockades for. droves of: cattle.,
and turkeys. Here, too, was an im- -
portant toll:gate.

, Next: The. Rabid Wolf. 7> J

e g




»deﬂance».and .shoot* them down.r,* 5

& ’_THE RKBID ‘woz..r :e
o (cﬁntmued‘.,j‘rpm "last' -,_g

; Savage wolves m!ested tl.us sec~
' tmxrfor‘many-‘years -after the-open--
H ing of the.Great/; Western ~Turnpike::
+ From_ the/vastness of, the Pine- Bust; |
. or; the_ £ the «Helderbergs:
they rwere:; onstant: threat.»to ‘thed
. lone h.-sveler/ oriithe: sheepfoldx of
the: farmen.fo. the; formations of; the1
Town; of: Guilderland'in ~1808,.-one
of thwﬂrstﬁlaws enact [

refildropp

5 _Schoolcra.tf:' t0ld B'ots" the
: E&ﬁmteacher, Cleanthus
Felt. *had. a.method all his own’
&mw g .wolvés, He:knew: how to.

olVesrfoHow’ohxsftracks, By
_sma&ring his' shoes: with»asofoedita,
‘and ‘theni:ensconcing’: vhimself’;at
night in a log-pen, .there to-bid them

P e it
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At the taverns.' nightly
sxon turned- invariably-to* the ‘latest.
i depradations“of the wolves...School-=
craft relates<ofya. trip home: from.]
Albany: with-.a. ;companion,; a man#
¢+loud 'in his boastmg of’ heroxc “feats
dgainst ‘these wild beasts. “We occu-
pied'my father’s:chaise. It:was: lat.ei
g-betoreu we; goti out..of: the: cityy-ands:
y.nightyovertook, us. away;, m.the pme
woods .at, Bxlly McKowns (Fuller
-Road and Western Turnplke). znot-'
. ed pubhc ‘house,* halfway: between«
w-the city, - and,.. Hamilton, ;; where;i
Was. customarx ‘in those day
stop;’ tor bgsxdes that he: was_ much
respectq and “oneiof t.he most sen-—
_sible;,;and . - influential . men’; ,
" town; it:y ‘not’ thought Tight,,what-+
ever the traveler might.require, that
a horse should be driven.eight. “miles
‘without drawxng breath and havingw
a pail ot ‘water: As I. was young ‘and ¥
less of.a.charioteer ‘than my vallant-
ompamon‘, hes ‘held: the w}up and:’
reins thus far; but after: the. ‘wolf
stories+that “poured in~upon-us: at 4
‘McKown’s;,” he’ would hold.-them:no -
longer. Every man; he thought; was:
P responsible for -himself. He- did: pot
! wish to‘ibe wolf’'s aneat: that:might, -
56 -he Hired .ar/fleet:horse;:from our
1 host;¥andi‘a:whip and: spurs, and- set
| oft with:the: ‘speed -of a:Jehu;;leav-:
; ing me:-to-make myu wayr iin ¢ the~
i heavy | .chaise, through” G
) plams, as best couId.

i !
it In. truth we had just reached the
worst . sombre part. - of .the  plain,’
where theé ' trees were*moref' ‘thick, ¢
_the sand deep amﬁheavy,rand not
i’a house but -one within four. miles..
- To render it worse, . this.. .was" the
¥ chief “1ocality where: _wolves' ‘had
“even -ventured to attack men. %I
confess;’ I;was scared. But nothmv
harmed mej the horse. was, fine,and |
X reached_home_nat . only uneaten:

but ~unthreétened 'by a“Wolfs ]aw r3

Wvo—-....-'—




8 tha enftg,qce to thg a3

T %,\ g;g o
V?}stem Tumplke'

lf‘ 02
.f-BY G G,
'l'his/?ier.ang '3t
lustory of Thd ‘l'umpxko.- The: story of;; this
rhu!cnc* ﬂlorough!aro Bas "never - before
Py been: set down. in:. its® entirety::f and:Mr,
1+ Gregg., %nhd cowd-rublo research .to-comt
p:lo it.” ocbrd is grateful 1o Guxldnr’-
* land’sf; Tgwn - Hist 3 £

‘Bnal ‘article’ onr‘ﬂio

“one: he”Téw' ta" survives the
staggeﬂngwblow“ dealt!By theradvent,
of thmcankl&and‘ithm‘mlroad&wbut
i commmyjnﬂ# allother ﬁtmplkesr
gave lxttlewreturns“ k-
: holdersﬁah i 21 %ﬁ\@ﬁ ! o)
When¥he' efa ‘o8 planki'roddg: aps
It peereds*,it‘plso’gmspedpasfwhat:ap-:
¢ peared,.itfalso. ,gcrasped..,at wpat, ap-f
¥.re-ingo ;'potqted asythe: Great West=
wern .Ianh’:“‘Road"Co'#Th '*ideﬁ’”l:ta d
* comeér trony Hussis vi# Cariada:"The
ﬁrs&‘ﬂnnk:;’:oadﬂvm@tﬁeﬂ}'* Siswas
buil ; vSy:acus& toiOneida Lake:
*in-* ’LI&AB .The ‘Great ' ‘Western's; Plank
&)acl gv ilf in 1849%1¢ as. ‘ma-,

"’B“y-z feeder. line

: intotAlbaniy£A.
statoahis{on_car“-markeﬂgd@si ates
¢ the“Jucationiot the-first’ Gﬁthese-at

‘{:eatep el ﬁ&
. Laidi#on the south; sid pﬁ‘r r.hg—~old'
v tfu:npﬂ:e;r;r.he'1 plankﬁxaa .was: exighrg
xwass laid’ ‘crdss-
- wisedgn® sills {03 28 sleepers.. about four

‘inchessisquare; .embedded. “in: - packetI \

" earth./No nails weye-used, the weight g
v of: ‘the heavy planking kéeping. them
: ﬁrm u’rhefedge"ot thesplanking? hwas3i

purpOSer'lett uneven. to:lielptheav-*

Aly ‘iqgcfedi veagons;‘whieh had’turn~;

ed out;to get-back: aga

planked;surtace o 0L
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Wéﬁ& orxgmal cost was’ srfﬁall;'?
about, $1 800rpet_‘mxle, the depreciz-v

i tion.was,terrific. Wear-and’ itear,. due |

to- calkSA,ofi.th Horses’ ‘shoes ands
" fast- decayy;compelléd’, trequeq i
- palrs,g‘;thh,gcomplete; jreplacem J
‘every: ﬁye.,years,,EacHﬂume, lu“ﬁb L 3
1 Was: beconnng,»scarcer 5 apd P o
- costly.: The' buﬂdmg, of’ the 'Alba }
..ands G '

u.-fomthe'?,ﬂ e Soff;
most:* wretchedv,-road .bed until-thes
‘final’ dissolution in 1903 Once;; when,;
‘a‘very: little: iellow‘, 3 & rode over-‘ this 28
; sectlon* mth«& farxner ‘and " hxs-ldad:,

thazr th,e«, -original’; coI"'é

¥ oniﬂ’pathTuﬂadefm Aearby- citt:

~Tes, one;” traveled:: dyer: haod, ‘rufty:

roa Sizd T’win‘fen,,wften; drifted full]
i {hg‘ through ihub-deep’

ﬁw i
:‘ggﬁéééiﬁ _‘, Ihl'ough ‘toilsome: |
san&,.\,gn h: ~near the~
prgs_enbj;;. ; ;
f;,croa’checf’

“jevenin the; antordaysi
(Jittle¥ ) mamta%ﬁc;&wﬁiﬁs{was ¥
dunng‘;theg 3 coyrth

LIS Route;fzo
Gone jarey: the wagons-‘ mth'pro-
Auce of the’ ’Wes& the: droves of cat-:
tle,-the: emlgrants. ‘they stage, coaches ry
and. the-vtaverns And*'gone ‘are -thei
wolvesthat? foamed” your land.’ All"
these’ have been traded for massive "
trailer, trucks; -4ranscontinental bus-"
. ses, tushmg tourists® and; motels. And -
- we, whose lives- depend 'so .complete—:,
ly on' the-road; travelsit daily, with" '
¥ scarcely ar thought"ot lts mtngumg
hxstory e S '..J 3




